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RAMSEY UPDATE APRIL 16 (#40)

*

Expenses incurred by the Boulder Police Department through March 30, 1997 are
$119,141. This includes $21,377 expended in December, 1996 and an additional $57,763
through 3/30/97. The 1997 expenditures include: $69,406 for overtime; $18,506 for
travel and 39,851 for investigative expenses.

In response to media inquiries and to clarify inaccurate statements, Boulder Police Chief
Tom Koby has the following statement:

“Mr. and Mrs. Fleet White, J1. are not suspects in the JoriBenet Ramsey murder
investigation. They are considered key witnesses. The Boulder Police Department

- appreciates the full cooperation they have received from the Whites since the beginning of

their investigation. I feel this response is necessary due to the inaccurate portrayal of Mr.
and Mrs. White in certain media publications.”

The request by the Boulder District Attorney’s Office and Boulder Police Department for
a Gfth handwriting sample from Patsy Ramsey is still being considered by lawyers for the
Ramsey family. Colorado Bureau of Investigation continues to analyze samples previously
submitted.

All Police mnvestigators have retumned to Boulder following out-of-state trips to conduct
mterviews and gather additional information.

The DNA testing continues at Celimark. Testing began the week of March 31 and is
expected to take four to six weeks to complete.

-CITY-
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WHITE LETTER TO JUDGE LOWENBACH
DATED OCTOBER 15, 2013

RE: CASE 2013-CV-31393



John Ramsey's Lingering Suspicions - The Daily Beast
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John Ramsey's Lingering Suspicions
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Finally exonerated in the murder of his daughter, JonBenest,
Ramsey talks about the toss of his wife and his wealth--and the
suspicions that still haunt him

H Lie B Tweet & B

it tey of John Ramzey

In his firat in-gdepth interview since being exonerated in the murder of his
daughter, Jonkenst, John Ramsey speaks to The Datly Beast about the oiiime
that shattered his life. Twelve years after finding the six-year-old beauty queen

strangled in the basement of their Boulder, Colorado home, Ramsey this summer

received a letler from the locat District Attorney explaining that a new type of
DMA test shows that a stranger killed his daughter.

The ietter alsc apologized for the "ongeing. living hell” the Ramseys endured as
pricne suspects in the case, although Patsy Ramsey, who died of ovaran cancer
in 2008, did not live to receive this courtesy.

Once wealthy, Ramsey has shed kis plane, his boats and his cars, stopped
golfing, stopped sailing. Now ha is exhausting nis 1RAs,

Revisiting the case that tore Boulder apart, reporter Lucinda Franks reveals:

« Despite the new evidence, Ramsey is std hauntad by suspicions that &
close friend with access to the house had some il in the murder, and he
guastions this person's alibi.

Michael Archuleta, who was the gilot of John's King Air Jet, and his wife,
Pam—also speaking publicly for the first lime—-share Ramsey's

suspicions.

Contrary to what most people imagine, Ramsey is no longer a rich man,

and he describes his family's long fall from wealth and privilege after the
riurder. i takas four or five years for you o begin, Just begin to get over
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it. Fear almost paralyzes you,” he says. “You contemplate suicide because
you have no dasire to tive. | was affaid to cross the street. | mades bad
decisions.”

Ramsey recounts how he sold the billion-dollar campany he hag budt fram
scratch, then started another that failed. He shed the family's three big
homeas, the plana, the boat and the fuxury cars, then faund that he was
virtuatly unemployable because of negative press attention. Now, drawing
down s savings, he jokes ruefully that he may end up i 4 trailer,
Ramsey also describes his wile's |ast years, sticken by a recurrance of
avarian cancer, and occastanaily beset, as they both were. by terihle guilt
that Jonbenet's murder cowld have been pravented. Patsy, "wondered if
the beauly contests she had put ter in had drawn some pedophite,” he
S8YS.

Fam Archuleta desciibes an alcove outside the Ramseys’ bedraom in
Boulder where Palsy displayed the photos, trophies, and crowns from her
own ays as a Miss West Virginia.

Pam Archuleta alse talks about hiding the Ramseys from the press as they
awaited & grand jury ruling, and watching Patsy "shrivel up hefore my
eyes.” Yet evern then, Patsy could oocasionaly rally to make a joke about
how horizontal prison stipes would make her ook fat.

Rarﬁsey says the new evidence ¢an "never bring back my life. Once your
reputation is tarmnished, it stays tarnished.” But he now campaigns to
expand the national DNA registry by requining aH states to take a sample
from anyone charged with a fetony in the hope that "one day | witl get a
call from somewhere in the country and a voice will say, “Wea Know who

.

kifled your daughter.”™

Read the full story on the next page

John Ramsey, who was recently exonerated in the marder of his 6-year-oid
daughter, JonBenst, by & new, more sensitive type of DNA testing, hopaes this
technological advance can eventually ease his mind as weli 2s cigar his name.

After the child beauty quesn was found strangiad in the basement of her Boulder,
Colorado home in 1996, Ramsey watched the grief, and the siress of being
falzely acocused, stowly kil his wife, Patsy, who died of cancer in 2008, A grand
Jjury that sat for 13 months refused to indict the Ramseys, yet the Boulder District
Attornay announcaed they were "still under an umbrella of suspicion,” and thay
spent the next decade shunned by friends and hounded by the press.

Then, in July, & new Boulder DA, citing fresh DNA samples, officially clearad the
Ramseys and apologized, in a letter, far the “ongoing, living hell” of their ordeal,

In his first in-depth interview since receiving that letter, John Ramsey describes

those painful yaars to The Dailly Beast.

After the murder, Ramsey, who had built & billlon-dollar computer company up
from nathing, feldl precipitousty from the peak of weallh and prominence, fosing
not anly his daughter, but also his caresr and his home. "The fact I'm no longer
under suspicion will never bring back my life," he says. "Once your repulation is
tarnished, it stays tarnished.”

But Ramsey hopes that he new "touch” DNA evidence can eventually releass
him from the mental torment of nol knowing who murdered his child, and from &
haunking susgcion that it was someone in the family's inner circle. Me and a few
allies fram Boulder suspact one particular friend who was familiar with the
Ramzeys' home and detais of their life. However, District Attorney Mary Lacy,
who ook over the case in 2005, says that this ingividual "has bean tharoughly
velted and cleared through the new DNA"

The discovery of (A fram an “unidentified male” in three places on JonBenets
tong johns allowed investigators o rule out the possibility that & single sample of
this XA found earlier belonged o a worker at a cloihing factory {this was the
ariginal police theary). They alse concluded that this stranger—inat any of the
people in the Ramsays' circle, who were previously tesled—was the murderer.

Yat Ramsey's suspicions parsist. Asked directly if he thinks this acquainfance
gilled JonBenet, Ramsey saye, "Oh, t don't think s, But then he procseds o
poke holes in the man's alibi and describie how the Boulder potice hotched the

hitp://www thedailybeast.com/articles/2008/10/1 3/finally-exonerated-in-the-murder-of-hi...
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investigation from the beginning. Moreover, Pam and Michael Archufeta, who
remained ciose to the Ramseys and are afso speaking publicly far the first time,
tick off circumstantial evidence that they believe points to this man. Asked about
the new sampies of "stranger” DNA, Michael, who was the pilot of John
Ramsey's King Al jet, adds, “perhaps this person’s DNA was not found because
he hired someone to do it for Rim."

As both a public sarvice and & personal crusade, Ramsey now spends much of
his time promoting state laws that mandate he lifting of @ DNA sample from
anyone accused of a felony. which would subslantially expand the national DNA
regisiry. (His website is DNAFINGERPRINTLAW.COM }

At age 64, Ramsey st has (he gioss of wealth sbout him. He greets me in &
wine-celored cashmere sweater and yellow-checked shirt, his wavy hair the color
af comstalks in winter; he is smooth and genial, even debonair.

Ramsey now lives in remofe Charlevoix, Michigan, cloistered in a modast
mustard-colored house in the shadow of the mansion where he once spent
summers. Driving by that grand Wictoran house, he proudly shows me how he
stripped off the original fagade to put in 8 huge picture window so that his wife
could sit in the parlor and gaze down at Lake Michigan. MNow he is siowly
repairting his small dwelling to prepare it for sale. Passing an ofd station wagon
pukling & motor home, he says rusfully, "That's where {4l e iving sooan.” it is not
entirely & joke.

Since the murder, Ramsey has sold three big homes, in Atlanta, Boulder, and
Charievoix. He has shed his pfane, his boats and his cars, stopped golfing,
stopped sailing, Now he is exhausting his iIRAs. No one wilf hire him because he
invites negative press, Ramsey says he still does "just a bit of consulting. But the
last job | did, | didn’t even get paid for”

The next thing to go will be Palsy's oversized antigues-—a Louis AV divan,
Romantic paintings in thick rococo frames, sofas with throws draped over them,
just the way his wife |eft them. A sunropm that Ramsey built to the dimensions of
Patsy's big round floral rug is filled with wing chairs that you can disappear in.
They surround an infaid coffee table of Bunyanesque propoerlions. "That's Patsy.”
Ramsey says with a {ittle sinile, spreading his hands apart. "Larger than life.”
Scattered argund the reom are the paintings that his wife did, in a burst of
creativity, during the last months of her life.

Az we talk, it becomes clear that John is, in a sense, only parlly prasant, his
deepest feelings hidden hehind & scrim where no one, least of al himself, can
see anything but shadows.

Only in rare moments does a glimpse of vulnerakbility sifp through his guard. | ask
him how his [osses have affected hm. "These things tear something out of youwr
hizart, and nothing can ever repalr it," he says almost inaudibly, his thurnb
supporing his chin, middte finger over his mouth.

1t takes four or five years for you to begin, just begin o get aver it. Fear almost
paralyzres you. You contemplate suicids bacause you have no desire to tive. |
was afraid to cross the street. | made bad decisions, like stariing a computer
software oulfit a while after | was ist go by General Electric, which had
purchased ny company, Access Graphics. We couldn't s2ll cur house in Baulder
and our attorneys finatly took it off our hands for half the price we paid for it |
was in 2 daze. | would take benedrd and go to bed at 6 pim.”

Then he sits up and in a stronger voice says: “As for Burke, | don't et anybody [
don't know get near him." JonBenet's drother was nine years old at the time of
the murder and is new a seniar in eollegs, "If anything happened to him, §
wouldn't survive it.”

"Sometimes, in a crowd, | will see the flash of a litile cost that looks like
JonBenet's, .. | can't stand to hear chitdren cry, | really cannot baar it.”

For salace, he goes every Sunday o a small church nearby, just as he dig with
Patsy. He absessively reads the theology hooks that e the sunroom:. Max
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Lucato, C.8 Lewis, even Billy Graham. Having seen true avil, he is trying to find
"an intellectual rather than an emolional basis for believing in God.”

"D you stilf feel married to Fatsy?" | ask, "Do you think about her a fot?"

"No. no," he says. his face relaxed but his eyes mizerable. "Just occasianally,
when a plessant memorny comes back”

“You talk of kerin the present tense.” | say.
"Do I7 Oh welk just an accident.,”

Four years before he [ost JonBenet, Ramsey's daughter Beth from fig first
martiage was kifed in a car crash. Shorlly afterwards, Patsy was tokd she had
Stage Four ovarian cancer, but delayed telling John so as nol to add to his grief.
She was hospitalized for a year while she endured intense bul successful
chemotherapy. Then, on the morning after Chrisimas in 1228, John found
JonBenet crumpled in the wine cellar with a garrote sunk round her neck.

Such a flond of ragedy defies any normal reaction, and John Ramsey's
respunses have been often judged abnarmat, It was his bizarre poise on the
marning of the murder thal first raised police suspicions about kim. "They wanted
me o wail and cry in front of them,” he says. "It somehow escaped them that
how pecple really fee! is not always apparent.”

John was also criticized for immediately getting a lawyer, " got a cali from
zomeone in the law enforcement system an the second day. They told me |
beiter do it, because the palice wers already considering me lhe prime suspact™

"It started when our frantic call brought a singie rookie cop who was so
inexperienced she didn't seal off the house or collect evidence, She even had to
send out for a book on Kidnapping,” John says. "Then, later, they took 200 DRNA
samplas and ona by ane they purpontadly eliminated our friends and
acguaintances so they could investigate the only people they really thought had
done itewus. And our DNA wasn'l even found on our chifd's Dody!

Fatsy hecame a suspect because of the simitarity of her wnting to that of the
ransor note, "But no expert would say that the handwriting absolutely mafched,”
John says. The police floated false rumors—such as the fact that no footprints
had been found in the enow around the house, when there was no snow there
that day—hoping to smoke out family members,

The tablofd press folfowed them everywhere. "They banged on our car and,
caked us child kilers. They printed garbage. A Japanaese camera crew evan
hroke into Burke's school,” John says. “Yie warried. We didn't know who was out
there. Someone had killed our daughter. Al we wanted fo do was protect Burke
and give him a aomal childhood.”

After Geraldo Rivera breadeast o mock trial of the Ramseys, Patsy went to bed
for two days. They took afl of the TV sets out of the house and canceiled the
newspapers. One day, Patsy was in a supermarket checkaut line with her son.
"The headlinas from a tabilvid screamed out that Burke had done it." Jofin says.
"She dropped her produce and rushed Burke owt, but the damage had been
done.” Burke saw a child psychologist far two years.

Ranisay admits, for the first time, that both be and Palsy suffered waves of guilt
about the murder. " kicked myself for not getting morg sophisticated house
sacurity. W lelft it off that night because it would go off like a siren and catapult
us aut of bed.”

Fatsy, he says, "wondered who she had enticed by putting JonBenet in baauty
caontesis.” And both parents lamanted that the videos of JonBenet vampsng i
these competiions—released by the pageant organizations—hecame the onky
thing most people Knew about thelr daughter.

"But she was & born performer, she and Burke would put on gl these plays,”
Ramsey says. The pageants were anly an ocoasional fun thing”
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Yet Fam Archufeta, over coffee and then wine at the Boulderago Hotel. said
Fatsy was “obsessed” by the contests, and she describes the alcove just outside
the master bechroom in Boulder whare Patsy displayed all the pholos, trophies,
ribbons and taras from her own days as Miss West Virginia. JonBenel's pageant
cosfumes were "Randmade in Mew York, much fingr than the other contestants,”
says another family friiend. "Her hair was highlighted, her maksup apphed thickly
and designed to make her fook older, Besides, she had to take piano and singing
lessons, she had a coach. Does that sound Hke fun?”

John Ramsey had misgivings aboul the cost of the costumes and the
atmosphere of the pageant circuit: "l hated the *l won, [ won,' attitude of the other
farmities," he says. Sometimes, according to Pam, he and Patsy arguad about it
"Me came from a well-bred background and things like that were not done.”

Even Patsy expressed occasional doubts about the effect of the circuit on her
daughter: "She is too friendly, just too friendly with people.” she told Michas! and
Pam. "She flits with people.”

Patsy's Southern style was considerad oslentatious by the understated citizens
of Boulder. She coiffed her hair and wore high heels to ren errands; she matched
her kitchen waillpaper to her China pattern. But she was generous, civic-minded,
and bountiful in her caring for ather people. Accarding to John, she even e¢nded
befrianded the press pack.

"t would yelt at them ‘Get the hell out of here, bottom feedert” he says. “But she
would sometimes go up to one outside the house and give him a hug and a kiss.”

Pam and others recalt a rawer side of Patsy: "She talked disparagingly about the
peopte of Boulder, calling them 'aging hippies’ with their iong dresses, natural
hair and Birkenstock shoes. She was quite nasty about the way they dressed.”

Some friends saw JonBenet's badwetting and other problems with toilet training
as a protest against the pressure of the pageants. They believe she might have
soldiered an to please her rmother after Patsy's harrowing Battle with cancer,

When JonBenet was two years old, Patsy was essentially absent for a year
during her treatment. "JonBenet just stuck to me,"” John said, with a rare smile. "l
was upset because Beth had just been killed in the accident and JonBenet would
tell me 'Dad | don't like that face.' | would smite and ghe would say "That's
batter."

But when Patsy recovered, her three-year-old daughter was all hers. They
embarked on the grueling pageant circuwit and JonBenet procesded to acl like a
lithe adutt for half of her childhood. She won maore than two dozen trophies and
lost more.

Pam Archuleta saw a fatigus in JonBenet dwing the last months of her fife. "Sha
had this haunted, defeated look. She looked frozen when she got that beauty
queen attitude on. | think she was just plain worn et

The last tirme the Ramsey family went to Boulder was iwo years after the munder,
when lhe grand jury was ready 1o announce its verdict, They had decided thatif
they were indicted they would turn themselves in, buf the press got wind of their
plan and they had to hide at the Archuleta's inconspicuous ranch house.

"t was a real cloak and dagger operation,” Pam recounts. "They were in Attanta
and they flew their plane not to Colorade but to Chattanoega, Tennesses and
then to the tiny Efe Air Park outside Boulder. It was mainly for small private
planes and when this big jet flew in, the mechanics couldn't bedieve #. | borrowed
my friend's batfered Volvo—the press would never guess they would be in
there—and we speeded to my eye doctor's parking tot where | switched o my
Addi. They fay down in the back seat. | was shaking the wihole tima | drove to my
fronse”

John, and Patsy slept in a double bed syueezed into Mike's office and Burke
slept with the Archuleta's son. " was o nervous. | mean they ware used (o the
highest luxury, double sinks, walk in closets, plasrma TVs that dropped from the
cefing above their bed. But they were just so grateful ang gracicus about it."

hitp://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2008/10/13/finally-exonerated-in-the-murder-of-hi... 10/13/2013
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The Rirst night, Pam heard Palsy scbbing. "l went in and gatherad her ug in my
ams, She had gotten so smail and limp, like @ rag doll.” Pam could see the toll
the enduring trauma had taken on Patsy. "She seemed shriveled and pale and |
knew then that the cancer was coming back”

The next day Fatsy put up a brave front. "We even joked,” Pam remembers, ang
Fatsy wished prison uniforms “had verticat stripes instead of horizontal so she
wauidn't look fat”

“iWhen we heard the verdict was coming in. we tumed on the television and
Patsy asked us all 16 hold hands and kneel down and pray. Then we heard "no
indictment” and we jumped up and down and Patsy was shouting "Praise God,
Praise Gedl” And suddenly she wasn't this pathetic persan but back to the strong
friend [ knew.”

Slilk, the Rarmseys wera no longer wetcomte i Boulder, & guiet university
community known for its 1elaxed, New Age flavor and progressive palitics. They
flad back to Allanis, leaving behind a string of ruined friandships and damaged
lives. Even a couple who had besn among the Ramseys’ vary best foends turmed
against them when the wife began {0 suspect Patsy, Local radio announgers
broadcast virulent accusations, "If they could have lynched us, they would have,”
Jahn says.

People fost jobs for coming to the Ramseys’ aid; two families went into seclusion;
one woman seemed to simply disappear from sight. A famous restaurant owner
went to jail for wielding a pipe at a reporter. Another couple quit their jobs and
followed the Ramseys to Atianta, only fo end up unemptaoyed when Jdabn
Ramsey's new business failed, As for Pam Archulets, i fost my marriage, she
says, beginning to weep. "Michael would go off in his plane and leave me to deal
with hiding the Ramseys. | cauldn't take it.”

In his campaign for a larger DMA database, John Ramsey points out that
theusands of rapes and murders can be prevented, for such criminals often strike
many times. "DNA can, of course, exenerate people as well," he says wiyly.

Because the new, more sensitive, “touch” DNA test can recover tiny samples
from surfaces that the ofd DNA could not.more and more states are reguiring that
sarples be taken on arrest.

"The last hope | have," he says, fs that “ene day | will get & call fram somewhere
i the cauntry and a voice will say, "We know who killed your daughter.™

Like The Daily Beast on Facebook and follow us on Twitter for updates all day
fang. '

Lucinda Franks is a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and author who was on
the staff of the New York Times and has written for the New Yorker and the
New York Times Book Review and Magazine, Her latest book s My Father's
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ATTACHMENT D

City of Boulder News Release, Boulder Police end investigation into California woman’s report,
May 15, 2000

WHITE LETTER TO JUDGE LOWENBACH
DATED OCTOBER 15, 2013

RE: CASE 2013-CV-31393



News Release

May 15, 2000
Contact: Ja_na Petersen, Media Relations, {303) 441 3080

City's Mome Page www.cl boulder.Go.us.

Boulder Police end investigation into California woman's
report

Boulder Police and prosecutors have concluded an investigation that began in February
when a 37-year-old Catifornia woman reported her belief that JonBenet Ramsey was
murdered as part of a child sex ring. The investigation found no additional evidence to
support this theory.

in February, the woman contacted the Boulder Daily Camera with allegations of a child
sex abuse conspiracy invoiving her own tamily members, the Ramsey family and close
friends of the Ramseys. The woman also claimed that some of her own farnily
members were at a party attended by JonBeniet Ramsey and her parents on December
25, 1996, just prior to JonBenet's deati. The woman believed JonBenet was likely
Killed at the party by adults who sexually and physically abused her.

Bouider Police spent about 11 weeks investigating the allegations, which included
conducting 22 interviews, reviewing medical and psychological records, reviewing
photographs and recordings, consulting with a forensic psychiatrist, and comparing
the allegations against physical evidence and current knowiedge of the case. As a
resutt, Boulder Police and prosecutors working on the case have conciuded that other

than the woman's statements, there is no evidence o support this theory of JonBenet's
murder.

“The Boulder Police have spent a significant amount of fime investigating the claims
made by this woman and her attorney,” Prosecutor Mike Kane said. "There is simply no
credible evidence to link anything she alleges to the death of JonBenet. The
expenditure of additional police and prosecutorial resources is unwarranted.”

Bouider Police have made no judgments or conciusions about abuse the woman may
have suffered in prior years in California. It is well astablished that she was a victim of
sexual abuse in 1979-80, for which a suspeci was arvested and convicted. However,
current investigation did not find any connection between the abuse she suffered and
the cleath of JonBenet Ramssay.

Boulder Police have forwarded information to the FBl in reference to some of the
woman's allegations regarding the operation of a child sex ring. Police also advised her
to contact California autharities with any information she has regarding crimes that
may have occurred in California.



This is the second time Boulder Police have investigated the possibility of JonBenet's
death being connected to a "sex ring” or pornographic operation involving numerous
people. On each occasion, no credible evidence was found to support such speculation.

"We needed to take the time to complete a thorough investigation,” Police Chief Mark
Beckner said. "Unfortunately, the allegations have led to speculiation that Fleet and
Priscilla White, former close friends of the Ramseys and hosts of the 19296 Christmas
party, were somehow involved in the sexual abuse and death of JonBenet. We have no
evidence whatsoever to support this and have never had evidence to support such an
allegation. Nor do we have any evidence that John and Patsy Ramsey were part of or
participated in a chiid sex ring operation.”

Because she is a sexual assault victim, Boulder Police are not releasing the name of
the California woman.
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Ramsey case: hard choices,
tough calls for editors

i love my job. it is a privilege to practice journalism in Boulder
County. The Daily Camera is blessed with readers who truly
care about the community and the quality of the newspaper.

Most days, | go home feeling fulfilied and deeply rewarded for
the chance to sit in the editor's office,

But some days are really hard. We live in an imperfect worid
and sometimes the news of the day is heartbreaking. | know the
decisions | make about publishing those stories may bring pain
to another human being.

You readers know that, too. Your sophistication about media
and your high expectations for journatism and journalists put
those of us in the profession under a microscope and righily so.

Newspapers are the target of intense criticism these days. We
are seen as intrusive and insensitive. To many we are not
merely the messenger, but a big part of the problem. That's
regretiable, because a good newspaper, and we try to be one,
performs a vital role in the commanity. We publish information
that allows you to make informed decisions.

in Boulder this media scrutiny has been particularly intense
since Dec. 26, 1996. It was on that day that the murder of
JonBenét Ramsey became a globat news story.

This tragic story has resulted in journatism at its worst and at its
best. We want to be part of the best. We believe the Daily
Camera shouid be held to a particularly high standard because
of our unigue role as the locat community newspaper. The
Denver papers, the national tabloids and the television stations
come and go with the ebb and fiow of the next big story, and so
does the attention of their readers and viewers. But those of us
who live in Boulder County live with the story day in and day
oui. The names that appear in our news columns are those of
our family, friends and neighbors.

Because of that, we strive for the highest level of journalistic
integrity on every story every day. We have worked doubly
hard on stories about the Ramsey case.

No decision in the coverage of this story has been easy. Each
has been the subjeict of intense discussion and debate. in every
case, other experienced editors might have made different
decisions given the same set of facts. This is not Journalism
101. These are tough calls. They weigh heavily on every editor
at the Camera.

http:/fwww bouldernews.com/opinionfeditorials/O7econan. kiml
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On Feb. 25, the Camera published yet another story about the
Ramsey investigation. This story, about a woman from
California who claims close knowledge of circumstances that
seemed 10 her to be similar 1o those surrounding the death of
JonBenét Ramsey, again tested our best editors and news
judgment.

The story was like many we have published about the Ramsey
investigation. in those stories and this one, there were troubling
elements and references to local people who have been
associated with the family or the investigation in one way or
another from the beginning. Throughout the long months of
reporting on this case, many local people have been
investigated, questioned and ulimately cleared by police. In
every case, the names of these community members remain a
part of the public record.

Names, like accurate quotes, times and places, are essential

facts in credible news reporting. Without them, news stories

lack clarity. This creates an unfair atmosphere of guesswork
among readers and casts a broad blanket of suspicion where

none exists. Usually, based on documnentation and reliable
information from law enforcement officials, we have included o
names in news stories.

But we have been careful not to go farther than the facis
support. This is important to the newspaper and {o you, our
readers. When you read stories about this case, or any criminal
investigation, it is essential to center on the facts, This is really
hard in this case because of the international coverage and the
Imernet exposure. Specuiation and fact have become all mixed
up,

In our reporiing about this particular story, the name of Boulder
resident Fleet White Jr. was published. The California wornan
said she had been introduced to the Ramsey family years ago
through the White family. White and his wife Priscilla, who, as
the Feb. 25 story said, have been cleared by police in the
murder investigation, have written several letters strongly
objecting te the family name being included in this story.

Deciding whether to publish this story, and whether to use
White's name, even in a neutral way, were very difficuit
decisions inrvolving hours of discussion and tegal advice. The
compelling facis were these: The Disirict Altomey, a duly sworn
officer of the govemnment and the highest law enforcermnent
officer in Boulder County, believed the claims brought forward
by the Califomia woman merited thorough police investigation.
The only link between the woman and Boulder County was her
association with the White family. At the same time, we
believed it was essential to repeat the fact that the White family
had been cleared by police. And, to further proiect the Whites'
reputation, we also pointed o that they have been aggressive
in seeking Funter's ouster for his refusal to prosecute the
Ramseys.

| repeat. 1t is irnportant for readers not to jump to conclusions.

http://werw bouldernews.com/opinion/editorials/07econan html
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That's why we were so careful to point out these facts. And yet,
the Whites point out that some people have jurmnped to
conclusions even though they were not supported by the facts
in the story.

The police investigation into the woman's claims is ongoing. ¥
they determine the woman's story is not credibie after all you
can count on the Camera to report that promgptly and
prominently.

The Whites' anger at the Camera is understandable. Yet, itis a
troubling reality that the names of community members
somehow connected to the Ramseys or the case continue to
surface in the investigation, even after the individuals have
been cleared by police.

May 7, 2000

Copyright 2060 The Daily Camara. All rights reserved. Any copying, redistribution, or
retranssnission of any of the contents of this service without the express written consert
of The Daily Camera is expressty prohitited. Users of this site are subject to our User
Agreerment. You may also read our Privacy Poligy. Cornments? Qiuestions?
Suggestions? E-mail us at webmaster@thedailycamera com. Click here to contact
Dhaily Camera staff.

http:/fwww.bouldernews.com/opinion/editorials/07econan html 5/7/00
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More aricles

Boulder District Attorney Mary T. Lacy issues the following announcement with regard to the
investigation of the murder of JonBenet Ramsey, .

; . s
On December 25-26, 1996, JonBenet Ramsey was murdered in the home where she lived with her Office P{éss
mether, father and brother. Despite a tong and intensive investigation, the death of JonBenet remains Releases
unsolved. Releas

The murder has received unprecedented publicity and has been shrouded in controversy. That
publicity has led to many thecries over the years in which suspicion has focused on one family member or
another. However, there has been at least one persistent stumbling block to the possibility of prosecuting
any Ramsey family members for the death of JonBenet - DNA.

As part of its investigation of the JonBenet Ramsey homicide, the Boulder Police identified genstic
materizal with apparent evidentiary value. Over time, the police continued fo investigate DNA, including
taking advantage of advances in the science and methodology. One of the results of their efforts was that
they identified genetic material and a DNA profile from drops of JonBenet's blood focated in the crotch of
the underwear she was wearing at the time her body was discovered, That genetic profile belongs to a
male and does not belong to anyone in the Ramsey family.

The police department diligently compared that profile to a very large number of peopig associated
with the victim, with her family, and with the investigation, and has not identified the source, innocent or
otherwise, of this DNA. The Boulder Police and prosecutors assigned to this investigation in the past also
worked conscientiously with laboratory analysts to obtain better resuits through new approaches and
additional tests as they became available. Those efforts uftimately led to the discovery of sufficient genetic
markers from this male profile to enter it into the national DNA data bank.

In December of 2002, the Boulder District Attorney's Office, under Mary T. Lacy, assumed
responsibility for the investigation of the JonBenet Ramsey homicide  Since then, this office has worked
with the Boulder Police Department to continue the investigation of this crime.

In early August of 2007, District Attorney Lacy attended a Continuing Education Program in West
Virginia sponsored by the National Institute of Justice on Ferensic Biclogy and DNA. The presenters
discussed successful outcomes from a new methodology described as "touch DNA." One method for
sampling for touch DNA is the “scraping methad.” In this process, forensic scientists scrape a surface
where there is no observable stain or other indication of possible DNA in an effort 1o recover for analysis
any genetic material that might nonetheless be present. This methodology was not well known in this
country until recently and is still used infrequently.

in October of 2007, we decided to pursue the possibility of submitting additional items from the
JonBenet Ramsey homicide to be examined using this methodology. We checked with a number of
Colorade sources regarding which private laboratory to use for this work. Based upon multiple

http://www.bouldercounty.org/newsroom/templates/7a=1256&7=13 7/10/2008
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recommendations, including that of the Boulder Police Depariment, we contacted the Bode
Technelogy Group located near Washingten, D.C., and initiated discussions with the professionals at that
laboratory. First Assistant District Attorney Peter Maguire and Investigater Andy Horita spent a full day with
staff members at the Bode facility in early December of 2007.

The Bode Technology laboratory applied the “touch DNA” scraping method to both sides of the
waist area of the long johns that JonBenst Ramsey was wearing over her underwear when her body was
discovered. These sites were chosen because evidence supports the likelihood that the perpetrator
removed and/or replaced the long johns, perbaps by handling them on the sides near the waist.

On March 24, 2008, Bode informed us that they had recovered and identified genetic materiat from
both sides of the waist area of the long johns. The unknown male profile previcusly identified from the
inside crotch area of the underwear matched the DNA recovered from the Jong johns at Bode.

We consulted with a DNA exper from a different laboratory, who recommended additional
investigation into the remote possibility that the DNA might have come from sources at the autopsy when
this clothing was removed. Additional samples were obtained and then analyzed by the Colorado Bureau
of Invesiigation to assist us in this effort. We received those resuits on June 27% of this year and are, as a
resuit, confidant that this DNA did not come from innocent sources at the autopsy. As mentioned above,
extensive DNA testing had previously excluded people connected to the family and to the investigation as
possible innocent sources.

| want to acknowledge my appreciation for the efforts of the Boulder Police Department, Bode
Techhdlogy Group, the Colorado Bureau of investigation, and the Denver Police Depanment Forensic
Laboratory for the great work and assistance they have contributed to this investigation.

The unexplained third party DNA on the clothing of the victim is very significant and powerful
evidence. itis very unlikely thaf there would be an innocent explanation for DNA found at three different
locations on two separate items of clothing worn by the victim at the time of her murder. This is particularty
true in this case because the matching DNA profiles were found on genetic material from inside the crotch
of the victim's underwear and near the waist on both sides of her long johns, and because concerted efforts
that might identify a source, and perhaps an innocent explanation, were unsuccessiul.

it is therefore the position of the Boulder District Attorney's Office that this profile belongs to the
perpetrator of the homicide.

DNA is very often the most reliable forensic evidence we can hope to find during a criminal
investigation. We rely on it often {o bring to justice those who have committed crimes. it can likewise be
refiable evidence upon which to remove people from suspicion in appropriate cases.

The Boulder District Attorney’s Office does not consider any member of the Ramsey family,
including John, Patsy, or Burke Ramsey, as suspects in this case. We make this announcemeant now
because we have recently obtained this new scientific evidence that adds significantly to the exculpatory
value of the previous scientific evidence. Wa do so with full appreciation for the other evidence in this case.

Local, national, and even international publicity has focused on the murder of JonBenet Ramsey.
Wany members of the public came to believe that one or more of the Ramseys, including her mother or her
father or even her brother, were responsible for this brital homicide. Those suspicions were not based on
evidence that had been tested in court; rather, they were hased on evidence reported by the media.

It is the responsibility of every prosecutor to seek justice. That respensibility includes seeking
justice for people whose reputations and lives can be damaged irreparably by the flingering specter of
suspicion. In a highly publicized case, the detrimental impact of publicity and suspicion on people’s lives
can be extreme. The suspicions about the Ramseys in this case created an ongoing living hell for the
Ramsey family and their friends, which added {o their suffering from the unexplained and devastating loss
of JonBenet,

For reasons including those discussed above, we believe that justice dictates that the Ramseys be
treated only as victims of this very serious crime. We will accord them all the rights guaranteed to the
victims of violent crimes under the law in Colorado and all the respect and sympathy due from one human
being to another. To the extent that this office has added to the distress suffered by the Ramsey family at
any time or to any degree, | offer my deepest apology.

Ve prefer that any tips related to this ongoing investigation be submitted in writing or via glsctronic
mall to BoulderDA org, but they can also be submitted to our tip line at
(303) 441-1638.

This office will make no further statements. To read the text of the lefter to John Ramsey click
here.

###
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pr L Jehn Ramsey
Ntay Mr . Ramsey,

ks vou are aware, since December 2002, the Bouldsr
Cistrict Altarney s Gffice has been the agency respansible
for the investigation of the homicide of your daughter,
Jutilsguet . T underatand that the fact that we have not been
“able ro identify the person who killed her is a great
disappaintment that i3 a continuing hardship for vou and

veny family.

However, significant new evidence has recently been
siscovered through the application of relatively new
mathods of DNA analysis. This new acientific evidence
convinees us that it is appropriate, given the
wireumstances of this case, to state that we do hot
rensider yvaur immediate family, including you, your wife,
Lutsy, and your son, Burke, to be under any suspicion in
Uhe commission of this crime. T wigh we could have done eo
bolore Mrs. Ramsey died. '

We became aware last summer thabt some private
lrkaratories were conducting a new methodeoleogy described as
“rench DNALY S One method of sampling for touch DNA is the
“scraping method.” This is a process in which forensic
seiencists scrape places where there are no stains or other
signg of the possible presence of DNA to recover for
ahalysis any genetic material that might nonetheless be
present.  We contracted with the Bode Technology Group, a
Ligaly reputable laboratory recommended to us by several
law enforcemant agencies, to use the scriping method for
reuch DNA on the long johns that JonBenet wore and that
were probahly handled by the perpetrator during the course
of thiz crime. '

The Bode Technology laboratory was able to develop a
profile from DNA recovered from the two aides of the long
loehins . The previously identifizd profile from the crotch

Hondder CHfice Justice Center » 1777 6° Street « Boulder, Colorado 80302 « (303) 441-3700 « Fax: £303) 441-4703
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of the underwear worn by JonBenet at the time of the murder
matched the DNA recovered from the long johns at Bode.

Unexplained DNA on the victim of a crime 1is powerful
evidence. The match of male DNA on two separate items of
clothing worn by the victim at the time of the murder makes
it clear to u2 that an unknown male handlied these items,
Despite substantial efforts over the years to identify the
source of this DNA, there is ne innccent explanation for
ita incriminating presence at thres sites on these two
different iteme of ¢lothing that JonBenet was wearing at
the time of her murder.

Solving this crime remaing our goal, apd its ultimate
regoluticen will depend on more than just matching DNA,
However, given the history of rhe publiciry surrounding
this case, I believe it is important and appropriate to
provide you with cur opinion that your family was not
responsible for this crime. Based on the DNA results and
our sericus cansidexation of all the other evidence, we are
comfortable that the profile now in CORIS is the profile of
the perpetrator of thig murder.

Tz the extent that we may have contributed in any way
Lo the public perception that you might have been involved
in this crime, I am deeply sorry. NO inncocent person
should have to endure such an extensive trial in the court
of public opinion, especially when public officials have
not. had sufficient evidence to initiate a trial in a court
of law. I have the greatest respect for the way you and
your family have handled this adversity.

I am aware that there will be those who will choose to
continue to differ with our conc¢lusion. But DNA is very
often the most reliable forensic evidence we can hope to
find and we rely on it often t¢ bring to justice those who
have committed crimes. I am very comfortable that our
conciusion that this evidence has windicated your family is
pased firmly on all of the evidence, including the reliable
forensic DNA evidence that has been developed as a result
of advances in that scientific field during this
investigation. o



We intend in the future to treat vou as the victims of
trnis crime, with the sympathy due yvou because of the
hovrific less you suffered. Otherwise, we will continue to
refrain from publicly discussing the evidence in this case.

We hope that we will one day obtain a DNA match from
the CODIS data bank that will lead to further evidence and
to the solution of this crime. With recent legislative
changes throughout the country, the number of profiles
avallable for comparigan in thé CODRIS data bank is growing
steadily. Law enforcement agencies aze receiving
increasing numbers of cold hite on DNR profilee that have
heen ir the system for many yeara. We hope that one day
soon we will get a match to this perpetrator. We will, of
course, contact you immediately. Perhaps only then will we
begin to understand the paychopathy or motivation for this
prutad and senseless crime.

Reapectfully,

,75’.'// / M
Mary T. Lacy

District Attorney
Twantieth Judicial District
Boulder, Colorado





